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Di ffidence, n, f. [from diffide] Diftruft; want of confi- 
dence ; timid iiy. 

^ elf 1 Li e 11 re , and men durft fcarce 

commune ot talk one with another j but there was a general 
diffidence e v cry where. Baton's Henry V IL 

You have brought fcandal 

To Lrael, chffidetue of Crod, and doubt 

In feeble hearts, propenfe enough before 

To waver * Mlum'i Ag**ffia. 

If the evidence of its being, or that this is its true feme, 
he only on probable proofs, our afient can reach no higher 
than an a fill ranee or diffidence, arifing from the more oifttfs 
apparent probability of die proofs* Locke * 

Be blent always, when you doubt your fenfe; 

And fpcak, though hire, with feeming diffidence. Pape. 

Whatfoever athelils think on, or whatfoever they look on, all 
do admin tiler fbine reafons for fufpicion and diffidence, leaft 
pofi 3 b ly they may bt in the wrong; and then it is a fearful 
thing to lull into the hands of the living God Beni eys Ssrm. 

Diffident, adj . [iron! diffidc, ] Not confident 3 not certain; 
diftruftful. 

I am not fo confident of niv own fufEciency as not willing- 
l Y 10 It the counfel of others 3 but yet I am nut fo diffident 
ot my (elf, as brutilhJy to fubmit to any man’s dictates. K. Charter 

Be not diffident 

Of wifdom ; fhc deferts thee not, if thou 

Difmifs not her, when moft thou Jieed’fi her nigh. Milton, 

I was really fo diffident of ii, as to let it he by me thefe two 
years, juft as you now fee it Pops. 

Pliny fpeaks of the Seres, the fame people with the Chmefe, 
as being very fliy and diffident in their manner of dealing, 

Arbuthmt. 

Diftrefs makes the humble heart diffident. Clariffia . 

i o DIFFFND* v a. \_dffindo, Latin.] To cleave in two; 


to fulit. 

PirFf'sroN. n*f [diffiffim, Latin,] The act of cleaving or 


fplitung* 

DifflatioN, ft. J, 
with a blaft of wine 
D Effluence. / ; kJ\ 


l.h£l . 

fare, Latin.] The act of fcatteririg 

DILL 

dffiuo, Latin,] The quality 
DiV fluency# J falling away on all fides 3 die eft eft of fluidi- 
ty ; the contrary to confiftency. 

Ice is water congealed by the frigidity of the air, whereby 
it acqulreth no new form ; but rather a confidence or deter- 
mination of its dffimney, and omitteth not its ellencr, but 
condition of fluidity, Prawn $ lulgar Err ours, b, ii, c. j. 
Di ffluent, ad]* \diffiuens, Latin.] Plowing every way 3 
not conftftent ; not fixed. 

DPFffORM. adj . [ from forma, Latin,] Contrary to uniform ; 
having parts of different ftrufture ; difiimliar; unlike; irre- 
gular ; as a dffionn flower, one of which the Icavus are unlike 
each other. 

T he unequal refractions of diffbrm rays proceed not from 
any contingent irregularities ; fuch as are veins, an uneven 
poJifiij or fortuitous pofirion of the pores of glafe, N avion. 

Diffc/rmity. n, f \\xom differ mEi Dtverfity of form ; irre- 
gularity 3 d iff 01 ill tudc- 

While they murmur again ft the prefent difpofurc of things, 
they reft not in their effabliihed natures; but defire in them a 
diffiormity from tho primitive rule, and the idea of that mind, 
that formed all things left. 1 rains lulgar Err ours, b. i. t \ m, 
DiFFRATcnisExii nt. n.f [Jrarchffi French.] The aft of 
taking away the privileges ot a c : ty. 

To DIFHESE* v. a. [ dffiujus, Larin.] 

I . To pour out upon a plane, fo that the liquor may run every 
way. 

When thefe waters began to rife at fir ft, long before they 
could fwcll to the height of the mountains, they would dffinje 
themfeives every way. Burnet's \ theory tf the Earth* 

2. Tofpread; to fetter; to difperfe. 

Wifdom had ordain’d 
fiood out of evil to create ; iaftcad 
Of fpirits malign, a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffinfe 
His good to worlds, and ages, infinite- Miltons Par, Lofl. 
No left wants it- apoitles to propagate and diffinfe it. 

Decay of Piety. 

A chief renownTJ in war. 

Whole race fhall bear al ■; t the Latian name, 

And through the conquer'd world diffinfe our fame. Dry den. 

His eyes diffus'd a venerable grace, 

And charity irfelf was m his face. Drydsns Good Parfm* 
Diffuse, adj* [diffiufos, Latin.] 

* . Scattered 3 widely fpread* 

2. Copious; not cone ife. 

Diffused, participial adj. [from diffinfe ] This word feems 
to have fignlhcd, in Shat f pears s time, the fame as wild, un- 
couth, irregular, 

Let them from forth a fawpit rufh at once, 

With forne diffiufed long. Shahf Merry Wives of Windfor. 

He grows like favages* 


D I G 

To {wearing and hern looks, diffus'd attire. 

And every thing that feems unnatural. SIM. v 
Dir F l. s e D 1. v adv . [ from dffufil } \\ idely f dif| i£, } ' 

in manner of that wind) is fpread every w; i y * P t “ -v 1 
Difku'srdkess ,,.y. [from dffffd.] The fkte 
uiituiedj difperfion. 

Diffusely, adv. [ from diffinfe E] 

i. Widely; extenfivdy. 

Copioufly - not concifely. 

Difi u'sion. n.f [irom diffitfe. 1 
1 * Djfperiion ; the It ate or burnt* feat ter ed ever; wr.v* 


oi bciii 


Wlitrcas all bodies aft either by th 


e t ormmiii icai^.n of 


nami es, or by the imprefllon^ :md fignaturcs ot their motion 
the diffuffin ut fpccLus \ mi le (e^ineth to participate more } 
the former operation, and iht fpecics nudibie r>l L ] lC \ ?m 


Bacon s Natural EEhry- JsJ [f r 

A Hieet of v^ry well flecked marbled paper did not Jt 
chilmd 1 eoburs upi,n ibe we. ill, nor throw its light with m 
equal dijjnj.of ; but th? w it' beams, uniiained ; nd bri^hr m 
this and Liut p; rc of the waih t cx'i ™ ’ 

Loptoufne! ; exubt rancu ot ftile, 

D i f i u T s r v E adf [ tVoin dffj ujs J 
j. Having the quality ft Laticring any thing every way* 
DiffiuJiVt of themJdvcs, v. h; re-e’er they pafg 
They make th: i v/arnuh in others thev expeft': 

1 heir valour v. rk: like bodies on a glafs. 

And does its image v:; their men proj ct E ra: ! nn* V/-- 

2. Scattered; difperfed j having the quality of fiffiering M 

fufiGfi. 13 

Ivo man is of fo general and dffifve a luft as to profecute 
his amours all the world over. ^ ' SouWs termm. 

i he liar 1 ?, no longer overl. id with weight, 

Exert their heads from underneath the mats, 

And upward fhoot and kindle as they pa ft, 

A 1 1 d wi t h diffujh v light adorn their heavTly place. Drydcn* 
Cher i fir'd with hope, and fed with joy it growps; 

Its cheerful buds their opGiu ■ bloom difclofe. 

And round the happy foil a/j; /five odour flows* Prior, 

3. Extended 3 in Full extenfion. 

I hey are nor agreed among tbemfelvcs’ where- infallibility 
is feated 3 whether in the pope alone, or a council alone, or 
in both together, or in th ediffuflve body of Chriftians. Tilktj. 
D 1 1 f v sively. adv. [ l rom dffitfive . j V\ idely 3 extenfivdy ; 
every way 

Diffusiveness. n * f [ from diffiufivc . ] 

1. Lx ten ft on 3 difperfion; the power of diffufins; the ftatc of 
being diffufed. 

2. W ant of concifcnefs ; large compafs of expreffion. 

I he fault that I find with a modern legend is its if 
fitjfaenefs: you have fometimes the whole fide of a medal ever- 
run with it. Addljon on Ancient Medals. 

T o DIG. v. a. prefer, dug, or digged ; part, pail’, dug, or digged 
[bic, Saxon, a ditch; dyger, Danifli, to dig.] 
i« To pierce with a fpade, 

1 hen laid he umo me, Sou of man, dig now in the wall; 
and when 1 had digged in the wall, i beheld a door. EzcE viii. 8* 

2. J o form by digging. 

Seek with heart and mouth to build up the walks of Jeni- 
falem, which you have broken down ; and to fill up the mines 
that you have digged by craft and iubdety, to overthrow the 
fame. * JEhltgfu 

He built towers in the defert, and digged many wdi ; for 
he had much cattle. 2 Chro. xxw. jg. 

3. T o cultivate the ground by turning it with a fpade 

i he walls of your garden, without; their fumiutre, lock s 
ill as thofe of your home 3 lo th^t you cannot dig up yuur 
garden too often. 4 Temple. 

Le firft to dig the ground, be firft to burn 
*1 he branches lopt. Dry da A Virg . Georg, ik 

4. To pierce vE\ih a (harp point. 

A ravTious vulture in his open’d fide. 

Her crooked beak and cruel talons try’d ; 

Still for the growing liver digffid his hreafir, 

7 he growing liver ft ill fupply d the fuath Drydcn s Mm 
5* To gain by digging. 

It is digged out of even the higheft mountains* ant! indeed 
all other parts of the earth contingently and indificrendy ; f 
the pyrites. P ctdw&fd* 

Nor was the ground alone requir'd to bear 
Her annual income to the crooked Ibarc ; 

But greedy mortals, rummaging her ftme. 

Digged from her entrails fir it the precious ore. Dryd Uvt^ 
To Dig* v. a. To work with a fpade; to work in making 

holes, or turning the ground. 

Thev long for death, but it cometh not; and dig f or it 

more than far hid treasures. J Gii 2 !\ 

They have often dug into lands that are defended ^ 
authors, as the places where fuch particular flatucs fj r 

lifks flood, and have feldom failed of fucccfs in their purfuiis. 

Addfon s Trevdt* 

To Dig up. v. a . To throw up that which is covered with cartk 
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If I dlgfd up thy forefather's graves, 

And hung their rotten coihiis up in chains. 

It would not Hake mine ire. Skak. H. VL 

DFcerent. adj. [digerem, Latin.] That which has the power 
of d igeft i ng, or cuufi ng d i geftion - Dtdf , 

Digest* n. f [dlgcjla, Latin.] The pa nd eft of the civil law, 
containing the opinions of the ancient lawyers. 

I had a purpofe to make a particular digffi or recompile- 
ment of the laws of mine own nation. Bacon. 

Laws in the digcjl ihew that the Roman; applied them- 
fclvcs to trade. Arbutbmt cn Coins. 

To DICES E. v* a. [digcro y digeflum, Latin.] 

1 * To diftribute into various daffes or repofitories 3 £0 range or 
dilpofe methodically. 

2* 7 'oconcoft in the itomacb, fo as that the various particles of 
food may be applied to their proper ufe* 

Ii little faults, proceed in tr on diftein per. 

Shall not be wink'd at, how fhall wc ftretch our eye, 

When capital crimes, chew'd, iwallow’d, and digejted. 
Appear* Shaiefpsdrs s henry V. 

Each then has organs to digcjl bis food ; 


One to beget, and ojic receive the brood. 


Prior 


3. To foften by heat, as in a boiler, or in a dunghil : a che- 
mical term. 

4. 1 o range methodically in the mind; to apply knowledge by 
medication to its proper uJe. 

A few cho fen friends, who fometimes deign 
To blefs mv humble roof, with fenfe refin’d, 

Lear n 1 n g digcjl ed w el 1. 7 hem [on *s J fl\ a ter , L 5 j 0 - 

5* reduce to any plan, fcheme, or method. 

Our play 

Leaps o’er the vaunt and firftlingsof thofe broils, 

’Ginning i' th 7 middle : parting thence away, 

1 o what may be digejted in a play. Shake]. 7 roll, and Crffid* 
To receive without loathing or repugnant e; not to reject. 

Fir ft, let us go to dinner. 

— Nay, let me praife you while 1 have a ftomachf 
* — No, pray thee, let it ferve for table ta F k; 

Then howfoe’er thou fpeak 7 ff, mong other things 
I fhall dlgjl it. S bar f pears s Merchant cf f emes. 

T he plcafance of numbers, that rudenefs and barbarifin 
might the better cafte and dlgtjl the Idiom of civility. Ptadmnu 
To receive and enjoy* 

Cormvnl and Albany, 

With my two daughters dowers, dig eft the third* Sbakefp. 

8. [In chirurgery. ] To difpofe a wound; to generate pus in 
order to a cure* 

To Digest* v. n. To generate matter as a wound, and tend 
to a cure- 

Dig e ster, n. j. [ from digjl . ] 

1. He that digefts or concofts his food. 

People that are bilious and fat, rather than lean, arc great 
eaters and ill dig j? ers* Arbilthnot on Coins. 

2. A ft rang vcfiel or engine, contrived by JVI. Papin, wherein to 

boil, with a very ftrong heat, any bony fubftances, fo as to 
reduce them into a fluid ftate. ' Quincy. 

3* I h..t which caufes or itrengthens the concoftiv'e power. 

is of excellent uie tor all ilhieilcs of t lie Itomach, a 
great reftorer of health, and a great dig f hr. Temple. 

' c Jl f' s 7 1 B L F g d( {f [ 1 1 "o m dig jL ] I h at w h icli is cap able of 

being digefted or concocted in the ftomach. 

T hofe medicines that purge by ftool enter not into the 
mekmery veins ; but arc, at the fiifl, not dlgffille by *he flo- 

m..ch, and therefore move immediately downwards to the 

r , Ancon s Natural Hijhrf N a 4 r 

D 1 G E StlON. n f [ from dlgrfl . ] 

lm 1 ^ ^ 01 digefting or enneofting food in the ftomach. 
Now good digjlhn wait on appetite, 

Atid health on both. Shakjf cares Macbeth. 

Dtgc/lion i ; a le rm cn ri t i on \ 1 egt 1 n , b ecaufe t h e re a re al 1 the 
requifites oi (uch a fermentation ; heat, air, and motion : but 
it is not a complete fermentation, becaufe that requires a 
greater time than the continuance ft tlie aliment in the ftu- 
mach ; vegetable putrefaftlon refemblcs very much animal 
Igejtou. ' Arhuiknoi on Aliments. 

Quantity of food cannot be determined by meafures and 
\voig.its, or any general LeiTum rides; but mu ft vary with the 
vigoui or decays ft age or of health, ami the uie oV difufe of 
? ,r Dr of cxerciie, wiih 'he changes of appetite; and then, 
y W'h^L every man may find or fid p eft of the pref.nL fire noth 
o r wca k n c fs ft digs ft ion . Temp le 

Everv moriel to a fatisfied hunger, is only a new labour to 

attred dire dim ; c p 

tux e n ,n. bouth 5 Sermons. 


Dig 


I he preparation of matter by a chemical heat. 
W- ' * • - 


r* conceive, indeed, that a perfeft good concoftion, or 
< tgj.ton, or maturation of fame metals, will produce gold. 

. . Bacon s .mural tijhry , N v . 32^, 

J yd chymick chance the furnaces prepare, 

Ktuie all che labour- houfes of the air, 

_ And hy cruuG vapours in di y Turn there. Blush 

3 ‘rf aSSSe® ap,Mi the aa the maturation 


w. 




a*. 
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The digejlim of the counfbls in Sweden is made in fen it e, 
confifting of forty councilors, who are generally the great eft 
men* Ttmpu* 

4, The aft: of difpofing a wound to generate matter. 

5. T he difpofition of a wound or fore to generate matter. 
Digestive* adj. [ from digejlE] 

1. Having ulie power to caufe dlgeftion, or to ftfengtherr the 
ftomaclu 

A chiJifaftory menftruum, or a digjUve preparation, drawn 
from fpecies or individuaJs, whole Itomachs peculiarly diffolve 
lapideous bodies* Prow As Vulgar Erroms^ E ii* e. ^ 

2. (ftqxib’e by hear to foken and fubdue, 

T he earth and fun were in that very Lrne ftate; the one 
ad live, piercing, and dlge/Hve by its heat; the other palfive, 
receptive, and iiored with materials lor fuch a prcdu£i;on. 

HAds Origin cf Mankind, 

3. Co nil derating ; methodifing. 

To bufinefs, ripen'd by djeftve thought, 

T his future rule is into method bkmpht. 

D igf'sti v e . n. f [ from dhc/l. ] An appi i : ation which tii f> 
pftes a wound to generate matter* 

I drafted it with dlgc Evss, If'ljbttutfs of Abffiffics. 

Di gger, n.f [from dig j One that opens the ground wdth 
a fpade* 

When wc vtfitfcd mines, wc have been told by diggers, that 
even when the fky fee med clear, there wcttld fuddc nly ar ife 
a fleam fo thick, that it would put out their candles. l oylc. 
To Dight v a [bd’.Tiin, 10 prepare, to regulate, S'axoiL j 
To drefs; to deck 3 to bedeck; to cmbellifh ; to adorn. 

C ' n 1 1 is head his dreadful hat lie dight. 

Which makeih him in viJiblc to light* Hubberd* sTctle* 

Let 1 1 * y due fi ct never fail 
To walk the midious cloifters pale. 

And love the high unbowed roj£>f, 

’With amick pillar nnii'iv proof, 

And ftoried windows richly dight, 

Cafting a dim religious light. Milton* 

fuff fo the proud in biting lafs 

A rray 1 J and dig hted H u u i hr as . Hi: dlbras, p/i. amt . 3# 

DFgit* n.f [digitus y Latiiii] 

1* I he meafurc of length containing tfi rce fourths of an inch, 
ii the inverted tube of mercury be but twenty -five digits 
high, or fume what more, the quiekfilver will not fall, but 
remain fm pended in the tube, becaufe it cannot prefs ihe fub- 
jacem mercury with fo great a force as doth the incumbent 
cylinder of the air, reaching thence to the top of the atmo- 
fpherct Boyle s Spring of the Air * 

z. The twelfth part of the diameter of the fun or moon. 

3. Any of the numbers ex prefled by Angle figures; any number 
to ten. 

Not only the number feven and nine, from confident ions 
abflrufe, have been extolled by moft, but all or rnofi of other 
digits have been as myfticaUy appliuded. Brauns T'ulg. Errhurs. 
Digitated, adj. [from digitus, Latin.] Branched out into 
divifions like fingus ; as a digitated leaf is a leaf compofcd of 
many fmall leaves. 

For animals multi fid ous, or fuch as are digitated, or have 
ffvernl divifions in their feet, there arc but two that are uni- 
parous ; that is, men and elephStits* Brcavn $ E ulgar E r roars . 
D cx a di a Tio n\ n.f. \dtgladuiUo^ Latin, j A combat with 
fwords; any quarrel or runteft. 

Ariilotlc feems purpofe ly to intend the chcrlfhing of con- 
trovcrfia] digladhthm, bj his own affeftion of an intricate 
obfeurity. Gftim. Sceff c. 19* 

Di gnified adj. [from dignify.] Invefted with fonieci • nity : 
it is ufed chiefly of the clergy- 0 

Abbots are filled dignified clerks, as having fbmc dignity In 
the church. Ayliffie s Paragon. 

Digmftca^tion* mf [from dignify.] 

I grant that where a noble and ancient defeent and merit 
meet in any man, it is a double dignfkcititm of that perfon. 

n ., Walton s Angler* 

I o D* GNIb 1 . v. a, [from dhnus and ftaE, Latin.] 

1. U) advance; to prefer 3 to exak. Ufed chiefly of the clcray. 

2 . lo honour ■ to adorn ; to give lufire. 

Such a day. 

So fought, fii follow'd, and fo fairly won, 

Came not ‘till now to dignify the times, 

§ ncc , C!tfar ’ s , fortuncs ! ShnkffpearCi Hem IV. 

iVot that wc think us worth* fuch a gueft, 

But your worth will dignify- our fcaft. Ben. Joh,if SK ’s Ethr. 

No turbois dignify my boards ; 6 

p, , gudgeonsj floLinders, what my i liaincs affords. Pspe. 

EEEED n ' v [ trom api'Uj Latin.] A clergyman ad- 
v anted to fome digmty ; to lone rank above that of a parochial 


If there be anv diffitarff whofe preferments are ncr- 

u„ n ,.,. r f r . 1C a ? cu ^ tson °f iupsjfluity, they may 
he pci ions of mpenor merit. ■ 1 


not liable to the 


Di gn t t v . ju j. [digmtus, Latin ] 
I- Rank of elevation. 


Sui/t 


Angds arc not any where fpoken fo highly of as our Lord 

and 
















